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Charlemagne and his policy of alliance with the enemies of the
Umayyads in Cordoba
-Relations with Caliph Haroon al Rashid as a model-
Researcher: Zakaria Abu Bakr Delbani
University of Ali Lounici / Blida 2 - Algeria

Abstract
The Islamic political history, both in the Mashrek and the Maghreb,

is full of many examples of attempts by European powers to penetrate
the Islamic bloc, by exploiting conflicts and disagreements between the
entities of the Islamic world over control and governance in the
region.Among the examples discussed by western historians and
ignored by Arab-Islamic sources in this context, is the friendship and
affection that linked the Frankish monarch Charlemagne to the famous
Abbasid caliph Harun al Rashid at the end of the second century AH.

This historical element continued to be disregarded by historical
sources across the Islamic world, while being thoroughly narrated and
explained in Christian and secular European chronicles , that went to
great lengths in describing the gifts exchanged between the two
aforementioned leaders,and the voyages they were carried on, between
Baghdad and Aix- la- chapelle, which made the tales of this
relationship into common legends, as western writings have often
depicted oriental events in a fantasizing manner , notably in ancient
and medieval times.

The debate between contemporary scholars about the very
existence of this relationship, and, if proven, about its origins and
motivations, presents an incentive for the new generation of Arab
Muslim researchers to try to shed light on the subject from an
"oriental" point of view and to attempt to go beyond the unilateral
interpretations of the issues of our Islamic civilization by different
European schools of history, as proving the existence of an Abbasid-
Carolingian alliance to encircle the Umayyad caliphate in the Iberian
peninsula is a significant historical matters, especially during an era in
which the Islamic empire was still at the height of its power, which
may suggest new theories explaining the hasty decline of Islamic
conquests, notably in Europe.
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