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The role of Marwan bin Al-Hakam in the murder of Caliph Uthman
bin Affan in the year (35 AH) in the book History of the Genealogies
of the Nobles by Al-Baladhuri (d. 279 AH)

Dr. Mohammad Fares Jaradat
Najah National University - Palestine
Abstract

Pledge of allegiance to the Umayyad Muslim caliph Othman Ibn-
Affan, 35 hijri, was held in the hijri year 23 as he's one of the six chosen
by the second Rashidi caliph Omer Ibn-Alkhatab, 23 hijri, after the latter
was stapped to death. Abd Arrahman lbn-Awf who was weighting in the
consultation pledged allegiance to him in 32 hijri.

The Umayyad Marwan Ibn-Alhakam Ibn-Abilas' role stood out in 65
hijri after he had been returned to Medina with his father by Othman
when he took over as a caliph. Meanwhile, the prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) had exiled the Umayyad Alhakam Ibn-Abila's, 31 hijri, Othman's
uncle, with his son Marwan because of spying on the prophet and hurting
him.

In his first years, Othman approached his ancestors. Not letting
Marwan build his influence established leaving his ancestral's policy in
the subsequent years at the time the caliphate went through political and
economic developments where Othman was incapable in front of his
recent courtiers and Walis to compromise between that approach and
these developments especially with Ala'msar's escalating power in Egypt,
Kufa, and Basra and the policy of Othman's Walis considering Ala'msar
an orchard to Quraish.
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Othman's courtiers and relatives took advantage of his weakness,
specifically Marwan Ibn-Alhakam, as Othman became an old man full of
gentleness and modesty. Being keen to please his relatives, he allocates
his uncle Alhakam and Alhakam's son Marwan with plenty of money. He
removed Omer's Walis and employees and employed his relatives instead
of them. Marwan became his private writer and first consultant till
Marwan held in with the recent Walis and courtiers who did things
without Othman knowing and without taking Othman's opinion into
consideration.

It's reported about Othman that he kept away from his ancestral
environment which infuriated the old companions and Mothers of the
Believers and Marwan incited them against him. While Othman was
depending on his virtues and precedency, for being the prophet's son-in-
law and for being a strong donor, it didn't benefit him in the Medina's
reality of weak status and symbolism which was no more the home of
men, war, sustenance, or trophy.

Othman became a victim of his courtiers and Walis especially when
Marwan forged a paper stamped with the caliph's name to Ala'msar's
walis ordering him to murder the rebels' leader. As a result, the coup of
Ala'msar, which was full of rabble, occurred against him. While his wails
were late to help him and Medina was divided into the indignant and the
powerless, he was blockaded in his house. With Marwan provoking who
blockaded him, some went too far creeping into Othman's house
murdering him hideously. This affected the overall, subsequent
developments, which settled in the Marwani's house until the ending of
Umayyad period, that Marwan harvested some of its seeds as he became
the prince of Medina most of Muawiya's regime then became the caliph
all by himself a few years later.
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